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PREFACE. 



The want of a guide on the Syrian Law of .Inheritance 
Is greatly felt by the Syrians themselves, the law practitioner*, 
and the public at large j and at no period perhaps has it 
been more felt than at the present time. The extensive 
Facilities afforded to the professional reader by those ex- 
cellent manuals on Hindu and Mahometan Laws made 
respectively by T. L. Strange, Esquire, and Shadagopa- 
eharioo, have induced me to make on a similar' plan the 
following epitome of the general principles of the Syrian 
Law, 

The frequent opportunities I have had of studying tho 
Syrian manners and custom*, the discussions on various 
important point? with learned Cattanars and others, and the 
occasional references made to the Syriac canon, have led me to 
undertake this compilation in Malay alam, from & belief that 
it would form & some what useful hand book. But 1 
regret to aay, that I laboured under great disadvantage from 
the want of access to any public library or collection 
of each work* as would enable me to give more authentic 
information to the public on the subject. Moreover, the 
usage and precedents of the Syrians have been allowed largely 
so as to invade the written law ; or in other words personal 
convenience has often been taken as Law r because the only 
existing law-book is the Syriac Canon, which, though 
it contain* a vast quantity of miscellaneous matters on 
religion, marriage, Ac, hides its precepts in an unknown 
tongue so as to render them accessible to but few. 



I u hope, however, I shall be able to get more mate- 
rials hereafter, which will serve to enlaoga the work, should 
a second edition be ever called for. 

I gladly tafce this opportunity of cJcppcaaing my thank- 
fulness to the Most Reverend Mar Athanaaius, ths Syrian 
Metropolitan, for correcting and revising the manuscript 
and approving of its general usefulness, as well as to the 
Rev d. Henry Baker, the Senior Missionary of the Church 
Missionary a Society, who is known as a true friend of the 
Syrians and well acquainted with their manners and customs^, 
and who, after a careful perusal of the manuscript, kindly 
took the trouble of forwarding it to the Metropolitan and 
suggested to me its early publication; my boat acknowledge- 
ments a*e also due to the Eight Rcvd. Mar Coorilose for 
kindly sending me the Syriac Canon, and to his brother, 



Mc tf. Gabriel, for translating several parts of it to 



If. 



Cottayam, 
24«i< March, 




Cottayam, 7th March, 1870. 

To 

R, Moof HO KRISHNA NaIDOO, Esq** 

TahisUdar of Cottayam. 

Str, 

I have received yfiur letter and its accompaniment, a 
manuscript on the Syrian Law of Inheritance^ drawn up by 
you from various sources. 

It is very gratifying to me that mica useful an idea has 

I have carefully looked into tho manuscript; and have 
corrected and revised some of those obsolete laws, chiefly in. 
matters connected with marriage and affiliation, as well as 
those parts which were irrelevant and inapplicable to the 
Syriana of Malabar. 

I have no doubt that this compilation will prove a 
useful guide to the public and to the Courts of Judicature 
in general in the disposal of casea connected with the Syrian 
Law of Inheritance. 

This work may be enlarged and more matters may be 
added in a subsequent edition if it be deemed necessary, 

I have the honor to be, 
Tours very faithfully. 

(Signed) Atbafasius Malabar- 

Metropolitan 



To 

The Tai[sii,dar, 

Cotteyam. 

Sir, 

I think your attempt to collect the laws of the Syrian 
Christians into one vol: and get the approval of the Church 
and Mttran of the Syrians niosi laudable. To make the book 
more complete, if you can also get some of the court deci- 
sions to the eame purport, and show their agreement or some 
declarations from the judges of the Suder to the same effect 
you will have a complete and authoritative law-book on the 
subject. Wishing you every auccean, 

I am T 
twn feithrully, 

(Signed) Henry Baklr 

March 1st. 



I return your M.S.S, with many thanks for its perusal- 



Mf« VARMA tibW IMTITUTE 
TRICHUR. 1 pp aaN state, 



aajoj9>sirocQiag coats jfaasaiasicQ; m^cSlajJorrfl^orai^s 

QjloJ3rl£^ajO (£t03J&>3JdQ-£o CrUo^lrruTlj^slgt 



— J€*=f- 

,05*35. «3iJD3i6cii6njo&<a' mjo^ctwxviliomxjflB messes as^a 

<S|j5fi(a_^ft:W)A OjlOJDflD, ©.aJflgJ (STOfrilt^ &»SMioi8Ci flJ>S8»£©S m>j 

ul 

ftft^§ > i^><8firoi'lgj?. sijjb fSfirrtvacnrm aaj^osj fS^cu&ro aJ?i_»»1 
a., cs^asaoTrfc nr.oaj!>sic£urTrs cwtn r^c^smy ei^sajs evA^seirqs. 

f*. ajh_i3afl* «aJ<SH©g_^Qj:n?i£& a_i$M?&r(ia (pr^la^* aurrnj, 

&.<m a^RBdakaa a^r^oajtaio ^1^1^313% oJdBas* a-j© 
o«jA aJlrBiDnJ^FioWj ^ojrooaJAJC^Ic&^a oj®!^^ ^r^lmro 

WftO«'SaJ)*«ifWi2©«.3« 10 S3 l oevrrr?, 



osom&s m>a-uvwa oJl^fir^» a_ion&Sft«y3f g&jgjftNor «fl» n3)<in« ^ 



*^s8« ^sow^iwi crojrj£3)see , .6«> £b*n^p* ^sscaftab cdrtTtanaiA till 
id^ojrojgjfflw a&o-sfioajac&fl nMaarnrimTra ce^>oj#a <ffeuftfi£<o£] 

egajflflrcb fl&o«_Q§>flA o_i5dfe(ro (S^^o (%£U3rmliao o&g^a^ &<&>3${0ft 
rmgj cfO ( »cna3!iro6p3£laej fr^fSlauw^^BjotflfiA c^3W*W™}ajQ:> 

drityi (»>s@aj»(?> a_M»flft oos<e<r.DSKTn ^ttfltfusxaye eMLMgpab o_i*wmt pro 
jx. oJcft<iRl*a ^nko_TW> aaojdMotf oq-wjjfcnit&ftj tua\^» 

^^00VVTB D £ff*g*(TO «^ 6 038P3ii ft (SfcOUjA. OQftySaj^ On-JOOU 

® cjrthfl^ fryow* URteta* fi&^^jH> ©saftfep. earosite ato^aife 



ao. awwunb aJMliia QnWa-J ,a^.flU0^<gh<irfcnn CQJaams 



^ou.- «w»fi_:;"«b wr/ru^ j^jsKii a«rt«ng ©jOO^ jola^Vii oja^ <bto 

tfs&ntrvm&rn*. aJleinno moonslflfc g*-*3<8imn ujconsr^c^o 
AseinFlrQ* (B^«y)CSo eruso-^joogyj. ^cu^eii-Ao aa^ifOMfljoo,, 

§ld» rnittLjj.^taa^aifimXsyj.'iif: qroeTlnra CQflT> faffs r^oj^^ooVirijto 

^jq@. jj>rs»9io->)(nj 3<u><t} «flt!B^|^ orufl»m 9 aft^^fyo (©^i^cftLio 
ir>W9^ff>s fijfmrtaJtanOflBmoasrtaeis dOisa^e^* utfOflnftlpQw nfl^-j^yo 

^fy. cwfrno^rm^io of ruamasVoldBftmn creasy. «l^<su.1)'W> 



was* (waw^es ovLin^eao^ffloa** (SfocuAKokaecy fYjlr^mvs^o to 
rrwxvx^ai^ ©sag) 6i6S(u^cvr ffln 'V^. aJlf^^$*s*rr>m}n3. 

CL3_- am^os (n3ja^j»|lsfeiflA <ff&ft-iA9C6l©csy rr^^^o-o 

fifths Cfvy^finf^nlA^ ^(VYV. a_n®cU|»«"> aj?oOg_jn^ «a_l©g-JOC»a»a ps^oj 

flHfts <torf5iflrilA^» rroej. (Of&ajflaae cro^iosaflsTosfBifts qjj*iV, cut?) 
Q<>«axxt» «o£ta* aJln-Woo,, gaj^ ajaarrrt^ns, 6^o_^M5 Q nJtaJ3w>o 



n_iy macmeSlfs^§p^ aMHnJtoja)rt!k»aA o^jpnniK&onjsw) 
cgjtvr,^?-™ rojixa'^s^- ^^oro- oil OHa!*fte>g-^ rmnftjfc W ro<!i^ 

CLftfe. fijflflft^^fi-Mb njietrnio GScOmgprab aQiaaycfda <2i_Jc&6% iffijanjAa 

a^U^ou to«io a*)*^ ewo^a-i* ^^aws, <8wu<&es e*\> 
fwifste^ (warm <s^oj«ft«^!A^T<a?l fsflflRC"* 

a4*.£& aJluoru (WBOJ^fta *ajYB\9oT«nfco ^e?n3 oAt 

oxc a«ai£lgj4a<* ojIoo^j rtK^oa^o ajl(U3<in„ ftAjqu&yfl 
nQS»0d> an&s^}. ai«w& -ss^jfiJlGota Q^I^W.iV^ g^^l 
oJIafi**™ awum*- ^rrmuti [t^Lan, Qroetftxtr cs-ooj^gis cvvjrat 



£par9»3j» ^narmaflsb («^fu^s>s {wr^^^ea msi^o^flaVe rn,i 
6iS«y a *4tuijgm(i™}^ g^tflaftgnatyt «nfxU5f<iArnlmT 

fT»s. AgjmriMjii ssoro,, fljIajJ&OflMn rot o_j«»fia= Stvri <uoay 

nJl^ft-seyjfMSitftJ* yryffi ^ mQA anas": r^> csraoj^&s gT^koco n co9*T.g6 
filffloOftft rrJIaml rtn"lCDlQ<ft ©(ft^S i£A0n3TVl3dHmV< n(j£mjf& cee^^gb 

«&iWa$*.*a<$u trtafrvfloow eP&caftiftflftSfc. euua&ytt 

ami. aja© flp&ajd* mrfdmMmervw&c™. 

rant- sw» ajmefi&eifiro <RfW ^^psai* tw^cs^ ojlpj^an. eiaJ 



^l^o fijlaj^ftOo ^itnf^gns croats*^, aasoj, ojImxJI^i^j- 
car. <®T.nnl^,fttjJia , «Rrm^ rOj^Q^r 

©Tl&jo rsi<eo GuiD^dBet^aflsb (S^jyiSirT) ^rtj**v Ci"O3aD3Gf0rra i^miW) gj§> 
cat croQofW&tfisicodye ^nrfln cfooomafoliftsi {fcmjldb g>|c&J cro^aooa 
<5T6KSuaya ajla_Dof»o ^a^a^sta o^j^aJ^a. icdjlob cnxrojicrOo 

(VtVL. <T0<S<iO9affi (TO «nf>3 a flflawSVlb fiiq^rno fl)<B«nE3 Sa-lflfKluj) 
O%5_'«^«0»6o «<2ie4* <S»&ftJ& (P©(f1 c^gf^ tOTwtasaUfeMferi-tt. a_l«, 

dumi AOfcalsjb oajgta£j§im£ifta<B» (panada® cuai^jVab oJkui&KaJ) 
tfdxtrrn ^frW «AJ^«VMrog$ oSta* (^fr^e^ ©cjjg 



e*>3^W™»- «w»a_atf«g>jffl£<Bk <g3Sto-i(Sg igon^ag ojJhgjlf^ ojIoj 
flSl^JWltsarm (c^toraiMft on&j(&odn»tfd> ot^wij^ (fta-aoeS 

mjurifijfl^riaMa r^oaWi n_j«ei^ fta-K^ oita&i f?n«*^& 

ajceJl aj^«*6>g_j§l^g§icu!iti*o srj^»50-j , l»nkoegii fi«es^6)sa^« crocs*, 
ma ^SDffliTB Cl2on A^^orrvflTlrra CSWLI&s<B61o P5^KU^(B& (TOGO 

(S^enadflwW genfiwusnb 44Jm90L!A^WM*A^£aj^ 
@c «uAriSl ftjgby affirm «MJAtt£!*fMtf a«ci£tagg 



oft 

Su-l. area n^flSMfiar^ fiemrnj t^rariejtjJldwaa} (o-prucfji 
eft* ©ff^ fiv e m. ; r >m arc gTVs". o1*nojocn|ggi rosgjpo^ ^amtj* 

jtofii iiJ^f^aajfaoto LocnfFifirrA* <&$wm)a&o cwalsowau 

if^taOTu- (M<ra>> g«"«ocDJ , jrd5 ^(S^aufc GStotaaMar& ri_'<fb r n_j ! rab ftJI 

sitfei^' offiA ^i^auscQJIrtil^rm ^©r^n aji&ras 

<®1»oy 03(f2) *0JfT>3CL:*>3O3lC£y3rf<n <tfto*$ <Uj(®:a56Ht> 



^3,0, n&fB ajlnji^ifxptrvievii sjaiiayo ci&&££W£y aifeu^ &iej.* 
A^gt^rcb ojrtn^ajftfito ^r^caitd«miF^ gs«^5MBica3fi3?> B <3*aajfl» 

a$v& *sxo ai^rm restate «w» <H® efY ^ ft»J-»ig>ro» <&fl» 
^gjswro «vj<©ta»*k (^caasa® afafegjiflA fuhjataag-if tfleta 



ml ftaJ^MKtn *2«W^, flPn^Orftok, tutfaJVA .feflSHJMh^ «M)u5U 

ima afiA^ 6vm"W» <m>u2W Mfth i**raflftNi 

tetAbflii a*r^»s6u ta*wnafa«b e^fusmj? 
jg^yaxai APWiidMO^s^a- «j.*iirol«9fc oj^*»&» ^^jfs 

•joj. *3mm rtaMm»imm#n*&* a<8# ' 60 

CC^^rrr?. ftj^{^4^ (**^rrtc gflPinJ* cJffl.TU 



go.- te^xjADOalcft'QQy (rr^paoy ni)nJ9aflo ©jajqjprj ^jffii 

fcitiaapb <06"3?a®^ tiHfu>aD ©ajjgsr^ ^so_K^ifeS>aj'5 »c^rm 
nro OTBtuanbo «soDenru) rruolflntisft iroaft&rijgrg* <&l>gje ag}6sar>ae>l 

3® <OTttjdMG9"ta«qy crr^eis ttstamj msnwrfl ftttt« ori) 

cuTrvs, <s*u£&s *ajm<i^ ^mftu—iwi AofooJIiirn *a_»sv£j<qj^ cso 
OJ*oc^<!rx ^rmvjb goto* s>aatn t^arwTfltc*flma«» <st> 



8fSg_j^ <&»roft6MM djlajiafliirv^ria aar<£fu» 

•rtsjdfcffn^. r^BB^fii* (a^*km®s rooa-W§ uxno* fiM«irm coxa 

ruVuMO^n^QB aajmf^fTflmfc. *ajfl»rfrwna<sy droruAroaa 
55 «0&aj*s3oalawai ^t£!»cqj ftjl(UDaf><» eiiic^rrn saraunjl 

©CTO^a (SDaiafsgrg^Js pjlajla^ aeanpri 'waimJajo aoq D <5OJO>i_s(0l 

Clfknti eSWUeiota <5^CUflfc50a C«^X>Qllo_l hftrmt*>ggX 

ejry- <»0(UA9C(SknJOTU (rjtaw nJlaJtaOa ©ajcsjrm o^flBrfrk 
ajnb ©^Jsflajla a eo^2^ ! ft-7^rnfi *gja*)i 4 , ojor^Wfa oIoqa^ 



e^xo. (MflauoA-swn ^rf><«-*-aJ-^* cro^^ff^m^i oaj* ci^ojoj 
«4) rurmiak «onoj«»as cttfoarB*, cajs^foyttliB&cTfl. 

a_jo«feirm ore taays ormaaigj ^Ks^o njtacro rromnf3Jki>| QtSla^ 
Q^oswai ttoufeJtancigjscm ag(i3<aiCiOW<D«aif5 £So^s){o_j«iWHn. 



mj«ft£jnMftVr ?a ^S«&n_s^>ooal<^o ^rt^toCL^sl^ <S^ArOrr&. 

oexsb gens3co/lflft*ftrrr> ror^65Cff»a»(eftc51^ «^3^(9n?>Vf9s«iy|f SiA^i- 
iy<3). €WBi«_>r*s wftofco a^Jft crgxaiaatsSl *o</>* «i£ja^Guw> 

<^^|^>«i<^ <«^>^A«ig^faM^^s5. ^■wjcoth t*»ro« <tn<a<Tk> a***. 
«jqji<sy. *ftciD3nruJ^*^Si*»rYTi qroejto* as©* tea d»stafflet&i 

«nsMj^ fl ailojoan,, «aj^ay, euuqi cS^^rflboiVm* frvotnftS'i^ 



rorro-jds WDtuetobo fAio c^^B^f^la^ aajffjgajVA ^.s&ftoivs^ est* 
ajr*t rcvr^cvrfe --urorrn oroaave tijlrsvs. <w&o_i©im o^J'ae.^o <s»»rui*«b 

odA&» aJtonlg^ *$£<Btt$|<> aOJETlc,. <9%Qa_i/Jgj Cf^oftJflFUflS* Awltffl*^ 

rata* SiBaldsejrrorir^na r^auajtfgjj. 

t««. *icrfw. ft3ajaa£>iwfld» mioBir^^ ^ taenia®* cm 



iiuk&ltfsrrta agjsfola^i ciilajjao (voaauc np,eiar> tsrju^e^j^iS^crntja 
BJtBOS C<re<S<i£)9e©Oa3flS«iS ^SdiJVl^ Q)G\eri£.cr<Q nfrg^&miu $09<fil» 

aTkdb siC»iTTO.e>ma cc^^mwufflldfelfrfi cff&ajAx^Wio rnjaarDl^rm 



o_rmo«fe ®xd ojkujoi>t ^asirrlW^sa^i atari aWwaion 
fivobo Ag£Y>aca>j£fcas «^ $rgto& oaooxa «_ji&,S&nk oJkus 

(Da njlQ_Da0 o ©ajotgi^^ ao&ffiii* (rr^ha^ totaajn^ 

flnle&^ajJl rtP^CU&ft O^S\&fi>l c6«, rm^Tl r-^ pTJ-XSUCS^j. ^J^ro £ 
nja3<6ion* 

n_J3jlft^ {waau. e»<ufcl* euM^ ffls^j. (Sftf^cnDaTlAacsy, grw^ 



g^jifliUftrnnroln* tftW^irn) fira (ft_^A«oai. (parodist 

tfftrrrftft]- £«i_i<otf tacvnajft maatab ^cjo* A»"^4aonria*ra.. ai 

OiU^cgt^nm r_Jdft2Q & f!n*(D«9!» ei£U'i& *?c^>ro)g i iWinn ajrYnwA 
«4tam ^s^aorolgyoewB n_irm q™d> a^f Q-ffa* dft^lcfy 



«AJ^aT§sfe ftaj3<u«9£ B tee^A^eis gfroA99|a 



^rar^ta*. <anB o_jrtB(ficint nnfnnto a?<gjcty« ajocaad&n a-j^ arcane 
p3o e»rrti*o_iD©£j «3vSW<sy a <^cua»6is era aSiwWTlrtb a_iart3vWi_ia.Tnl 

©a_i«5iOT3rre a acffi^ cia-i^nwieiofco o-ftnfc gang ra^oaewTr, a<& 
damn c^rA. ar&^ t^oaj^oto awftot gsns. rTO&uaftiBroi oAnfe 

^cuanAo ajct^ailfn *&Qj*wtfc geann? gaetifelob aftftwrg 



^ei^eift ©*§1enfc35*ftf*>au- o-jto-fian* (D^msm®. ftcswn^Rcn; 

<S^j& ? 4 ft4 ^StoWftOy* ^©OZtfflfttfiS «ft(» allrtS^rtA Oif»V) 

cnJl^jg fl|rs>aj» ^f^t- ^gm*loagp*^B <gprtfl dftflflcnJaAo ^<u4fe> tsiQ&Qk 
Outfit, gSnsaCQ«afc ofDo n^g_J3 Qin&io fsjcorarr^fiii jgdoaa-^gajf 

aaa^s ^Ilootw ±fl *wu^*ft. turQfeijHiu *wfl*Ml» 



O.O. 



^S^o <3^ s<*_kv>. c^aojaArm^wT)** otusnsajajftj. 

ec^yck «t>fu.a.50B*CM jsJIeja^aroa R^^^rirrifljSVTjk oj|y< Qtt&i 
g. 15 j'-a.-inj eioio i2<t>s^-o •aogrfiflio fljoi^s^a^e ft^^ornfljjyoi son 

cnjnu^ <rc(3xaa gggficuga* tab SMft* «^f^ 
<s»9cu|as (^pojcnaj, a«,|fo-<ij&*«* ^flTa***-^. ^,j<iJtarrto 



dura. 

g. -aaaarroro crootiDoaitiTO. atfn^rf^peua ct*flttjaj£ a ^ 
3=J 0aJ03#l*nto ao8<&Vo rs»anj©abo minute,, aadi 030^ ^00 

«ie_i ■fr\)ffaJ*ajei q^o-tnta cS^g-^evr^o (osrigjaftaj^ ei^&jpsi&j cm^CJo 
ft^- >j.&ji flwtg^ 9a-ioC£JnJo9 miQaf>9&<tiffi&o f\Xs<y)>s(i?(a^ 

CEQiOJdSff, o^gjlfUdOiSio <WWJ,fe309a eUUg^AOS, a&J^AOflfi?ab 

<5-&gjrr.fla(Mra64s ffifusm, cuexnak* tS^oaj**. «£jaiQ0ngarc*smti 
PniMwWhtfWfcffK^ m»<i0?eflr«>fe» Oojgfeja rmd^rra,, © 



to&fcprko towizntvi* «A£ta;tu£li* ^enMcn; GrQenzOBiQ* 

«p^ D (ffi^a-jrt&o (S*eaa?ajo f3&}26wr> (ST^g^TO., ^aa<^« c^&_p"Aja 
ffloto qiRtfloa c^&a_i&3v3o n0)&j?« ft£lJ W* aJtam ntfits^ex-o t 

<e^ijj_^riao <$*3aa«ya gg g-p gKgi (ft^^g-^r^ci icaaejaaayo aP&^arwK) «o» 
canto 'Qflicob WD^^n^ ^is^sa-sr?^ ©aja^G^aflSttdSiP"^- 

fflKr^oadeiram^ (BT)o_jfiifTbo ^sg_joon (rr^1ca>^o (ffdaaqjeis £G«s 
mtactaxtoa atogjpnbo £sa-5kxm (c^Ke^o ^irnsKaThBSorrwob odl^ 



ei^o quirt* a^^axcj «c«cfe. s^^tue*^ arfw^flft, pSVj 

«&J& i»Ag_jr^ qot&iKBJ ftac^5f|^ <uM&™j<rtu ^(jjrA 
QiwajQCQJ <£lQ£33tfe a_3(Doii^a nfli® §rt«OJ<»rc m>U&)<Jdo t 

g. t#&£jC*. e^fBVajSCOJl Caaa^l^ <i_lA«u4fe. a-J®^ ^-USfiiXfflfi 

«£l«£*P® QJAmJ^.P o^ewa 1 ^fij^oojaa) wanjifcsc* rroosmrruj 
^flirt). *JSL». 8a_0§jGMfclrab aJdOTWSlftT'eeSirnTi ffOeGOjfrujt&gtab 

aarcncei&o cpbojS) f^gyssum cunrrraflA rroaflOjsroroitftes (B^jklto <tt*f1 
<8^gjafMso crcaafliiiefaa*^* lemmas at*fi&o 4W r &rj_jg_jsvrAo «ra<^a. 
A^Vtfb tS^§!?*Bvfijprt ^tokt.se, (&r,otum c-o^«ya)^. 

m^Ma*? e>A^,eftrm Qrotftan <^ruLto muaauWatf^ 



aa&J&Hfe £«n»*Mkfe |^SW3«. e^ffiljftm C^ffl<sy* «*> 

^l^ffls ^loarn.* ajtftfsylrab g2£A?nrai tynd gsne] 
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